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SERMON X.* 


BY REV. J. M6 SHERWOOD, 


EDITOR OF THE AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN AND THEOLOGICAL REVIEW. 


THE MORAL CAUSES OF OUR NATIONAL CALAMITY. 


“0 Lorn, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces as at this 
day.”"—DanigL 9: 7. 5 

Tue prophet Daniel was a man of marked integrity. Born a 

rince, and the prime minister of several successive heathen kings, 

e yet preserved a spotless character. And God honored his sin- © 
gular integrity by shielding him from the malice of his enemies 
and continuing him in office and in favor under different rulers 
and dynasties. ; 

But the cares of state and the favor of princes did not lead him 
to forget that he was a Hebrew of the Hebrews, nor lessen his sym- 
pathy for his people in their captivity, or his grief over the desola- 
tions of his fatherland. His mind dwelt on the state and prospects 
of his unhappy country, scattered and punished of God. He 
studied the prophecies which related to the captivity to know 
“the times and seasons” which God had determined respecting 


_* Preached in the Plymouth Congregational Church, Milford, Conn., at a union ser- 
vice on the National Fast Day, April 30th, 1863. 
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the desolations of his country. And knowing from these that the 
appointed time of the captivity was drawing to a close, he stirred 
up his soul to take hold on God with prayer and supplication. 
The certainty of the event already declared in prophecy did not 
supercede the necessity of prayer; his personal integrity did not 
free him from a participation in the Divine judgment which rest- 
ed on his people; and hence he mourns and confesses in, sack- 
cloth and ashes as if the sin of Israel were all his own. It was a 
day of Divine rebuke, and instead of pleading his own innocence 
and casting the blame on others, he binds the burden of guilt and 
woe to his own soul, and his patriotism and piety find fitting ex- 
pression in sack-cloth and prayer. 

“And I set my face unto fhe Lord God, to seek by prayer and 
supplications, with peg and sack-cloth, and ashes. And I 
prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my confession, and said, 
O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and 
mercy to them that love him and to them that keep his com- 
mandments: we have sinned and have committed iniquity, and 
have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from 
thy precepts and from thy judgments; neither have we harkened 
unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to our 
kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the 
4 O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us 
confusion of faces as at this day; to the men of Judah and to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel that are near and 
that are far off, through all the countries whither thou hast driven 
them, because of their trespasses which they have trespassed 
against thee.” And in a similar strain he continues to pour out 
his confessions and supplications till the time of the “evening 
oblation,” when the angel Gabriel was sent to assure him that his 
prayers were answered. . 

Daniel makes a full and hearty confession of the national sin; 
he goes into particulars and specifies the sins which had so offended 
God; he charges the guilt upon all, “the kings, and princes, the 
fathers and all the people of the land;” he traces their national 
calamity to moral and not to political causes, and he vindicates 
God’s severe dealings with his people while he heartily repents 
with his hand on his mouth and his mouth in the dust. 

The example of Daniel at a time of great national calamity 
commends itself to us to-day. The hand of God is heavy upon us 
asa people. We see a day of evil which none ever dreamt of as 
likely to overtake us. We have been suddenly stopped in our 
splendid and prosperous career. Civil strife and war rage 
a our borders. The arm of a gigantic rebellion is lifted 
to destroy our magnificent inheritance and rend in twain this 
great Republic. The “Stars and Stripes’—the symbol of our 
nationality, and till now everywhere feared and respected—have 
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been insulted and trodden in the streets, and have lost their pres- 
tige among the nations. Already two anxious years of peril, 
strife, and carnage have passed over the land, and lives without 
number have been sacrificed, property which no figures can com- 
pute has been destroyed, and oceans of tears and sorrow have 
flowed. No interest, no class, no community, no sex or condition, 
no State, city, or hamlet has escaped. ar—wak with all its 
devastating and demoralizing and burdensome agencies is upon us, 
and we have no alternative but to fight it out to the bitter end; 
and what the result will be; and when, and through how many 
more baptisms of darkness and blood the end will come, no human 
sagacity can foresee. It is a day of extreme distress and fear. 
God has a controversy with us, and has risen up to punish us, 
And if we will not repent and give glory to him, he will cause yet 
greater darkness. 

The Christian patriot in such a day of evil will follow the ex- 
ample of Daniel, and instead of quarreling about the agencies 
which ltave brought this sore trouble upon us, or crying “ peace, 
peace,” while the causes of the calamity remain in full force, he 
will hear the voice of God speaking to him in the inflicted judg- 
ment, and will enter his closet and make it a matter of personal 
concern between his soul and God, and will join with the people 
in saying: “O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us 
confusion of faces as at this day.” The obvious duty of every 
citizen is, to accept the present state of our country as a matter of 
fact, and shape his course by it. Not a soul of us can say that he 
had no agency in bringing it about, and before God and the world 
shares none of the responsibility of a speedy and righteous deliv- 
erance from it. Instead of speculating about the podvtical reasons 
of our calamity, or the share of this or that section or party or 
policy in producing it, let us, on this occasion at least, go deeper 
and ane for the moral causes; let us put ourselves in relation 
with God, and see what abundant occasion we have for humilia- 
tion, confession, and repentance. 

God deals with nations as with individuals, As nations exist 
only in this world, they are more fully rewarded or punished here 
than are individuals who will exist in another state. In their 
history God will sooner or later vindicate the principe of right- 
eousness, and honor his moral government. The operation of the 


teat laws of God’s moral and providential government will and 
osecure the like results on nations and on individuals. ight- 
eousness is as sure to exalt the one as it is the other, and sin is as 
sure to work evil and ruin in the one case as in the other. A 
nation can no more sin sans God and prosper in the long run 


than can an individual. Political economy, a wise and equitable 
Constitution, a sagacious and vigorous administration; good 
laws, standing armies, and immense resources are no defence or 
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security to a people when once God’s favor has been forfeited. 
His providential government is superior to these, and will override 
them all, and work out in the long run such results as shall vindi- 
cate his moral administration. And to bring this about—to over- 
whelm a nation with just retribution—it is not necessary for God 
to work miracles or arrest the natural course of things. . Sin pun- 
ishes and ruins an individual without using any violence or super- 
natural agency, but simply by oundaiing bis principles, vitiating 
his tastes, gradually undermining his virtue, and leading him on 
step by step in the way of transgression till he is ripe for ruin. 
And so with nations. The causes of ruin are not from without; 
nor are they sudden and violent in their growth. They will be 
found to be inherentin the body politic—deep-seated as are the 
sentiments and habits of a people—in-woven into the very texture 
of their national character and life, slowly diffusing their poison 
into the life-blood, and silently sapping the foundations of public 
virtue and strength till the whole superstructure is rotten and 
ready to fall. There are moral causes operating through"natural 
channels and agencies to bring down retribution on the people 
who have transgressed. We are amazed at the suddenness as well 
as at the extent of the calamity which has come upon us, and leav- 
ing God and moral causes out of view, no adequate reason for 
it can be assigned. But if we will carefully review our national 
history, we shall find that there have been moral causes long at 
work and gaining force year by year till they have culminated in 
a tremendous Divine judgment, which at one fell swoop levels all 
our pride and greatness and confidence in the dust, and makes the 
nation tremble for its very life. It matters not that you can put 
your finger on political heresies, and party corruptions, and sec- 
tional interests which tend to bring about such a calamity ; deeper 
than all these, and more potent as elements of retribution, there has 
been stn in the national heart and life—moral offences which 
have at length brought the God of justice forth to punish us with 
a swift and inevitable retribution. 

It has been the method of God’s government in all the ages past 
sooner or later to overthrow and destroy nations that have grown 
wicked and corrupt. From every page of history the truth is 
taught: “ Verily there is a God that judgeth in the earth.” A 
voice comes to us to-day from many a fallen city and kingdom 
warning us against those sins which caused their overthrow, and 
declaring how vain are numbers, wealth, and greatness; how vain 
armies, navies, and the munitions of war, when once the anger of 
a righteous God is kindled against a people. Looking back over 
the track of history we see little besides the shadows and frag- 
ments of thrones, scepters, and nationalities, which were, but now 
are not. Where are the glory and renown of Assyria and Baby- 
lon? The grandeur of Penphie and Thebes and of ancient let- 
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tered Egypt, the mighty scepter of the Ptolemies and Pharaohs, 
have departed. Carthage, which once ruled over three hundred 
states, now slumbers on the African shore. Tyre, Balbec, Nine- 
veh, and Palmyra are in ruins. The Grecian, the Macedonian, 
and the Persian empires have long ago passed away. And the 

ates of the holy city are desolate, and the chosen people of God 
foe been cast off. ; 

And wherefore this decay of national life and greatness? Why 
these ruined cities, and empires, and nationalities? If we turn 
to the Scriptures we have the answer. These very cities and 
kingdoms we find were warned by God’s prophets, while yet they 
were mighty and flourishing, that sin would work their ruin; that, 
persisting in their evil ways, utter desolation would one day come 
upon them. And history steps forth to-day and testifies that 
God’s prophetic word has been signally verified. Natural causes 
doubtless had something to do with their decay and rnin ; but the 
main cause was a moral one. God’s providence vindicated his 
broken law and fulfilled prophecy ; and the Jew is accordingly 
to-day an outcast, and Babylon and Nineveh are no more, and the 
mighty nationalities of former ages have been swept into oblivion. 

And have we given no occasion for a similar visitation? Is not 
God as righteous to-day, as truthful, as determined to vindicate the 
right as when he overthrew the governments of antiquity and 
swept the people to ruin? Issin any the less hateful, any the 


less potent as an element of national ruin? See we nothing in 
our past conduct to explain and justify God’s severe dealings with 
us to-day ? 

Let us search out and specify in our confessions, as Daniel did, 
the particular sins for which we have reason to believe God is vis- 


iting the nation with judgment. Among the moral causes of our 
national calamity I name 


I, THe DECAY OF THE VIRTUE OF PATRIOTISM. 

That there has been a fearful falling away in this particular 
during the last three or four decades of years, among the people 
generally and among those in office, can not be denied. Feeling 
secure, and intent on gain, the mass of the people have thought 
and cared but little about our country, and have resigned its leg- 
islation and the administration of its affairs into the hands of the 
mere politician. They had ceased, to a great extent, to feel their 
individual responsibility for the nation’s integrity and prosperity ; 
had ceased to teach the stirring and heroic history of our fathers 
to their children, and had suffered their love of country and love 
for its free and glorious institutions to grow cold. Previous to 
this visitation, the feeling of nationality, heroic virtue, jealousy for 
our liberties, a sense of individual responsibility, and a high-toned 
patriotism had almost disappeared from among us. And not. till 
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the fall of Sumter 1ifted the curtain, and disclosed to our dismay. 
the ship of state already reeling and plunging amidst the break- 
ers, did there seem virtue and life enough left, either in the Govern- 
ment or the people, to make a vigorous effort to save even the 
nation’s imperiled existence. And no less a Jetgment would have 
taught us our folly and sin in entrusting the interests and desti- 
nies of this great nation to our professional politicians; or have 
served to bring back into the nation’s heart the life-blood of 
patriotism, and made the individual citizen to feel that he owes 
a solemn duty to the country and Government which nourishes 
and protects him—a duty which he can not neglect without sinning 
against God and endangering the nation’s welfare. 

The people have sinned in thus suffering the fire of genuine 
patriotism to go out on the national altar, and in neglecting the first 
and most sacred duties of citizenship. And our politicians have 
sinned in taking advantage of this indifference and neglect to get 
into power and rule the nation for merely selfish or party ends. 
I do believe that this class of men have far more to answer for 
to God and to our bleeding and suffering country than is generally 
supposed. I would not deal in sweeping declarations. There 
have been honorable exceptions. I speak of that large class of 
politicians who have made a trade of politics, and have sought to 
use the ballot-box, and office, and official patronage for corrupt, 
or personal, or at best merely party purposes. This class of men 


have had their own way for a long while past. They have origi- 
nated parties and shaped their policy, created | -eueetivs rallied 
i 


the people at the ballot-boxes, put in office and disposed of public 
patronage, and thus really controlled our national affairs. This 
class belonged to no one political party or geographical section, 
but to all, and they had filled the land and the high nega of trust 
and power. with corruption and rottenness. Not the people, in 
their virtuous choice, but a class of politicians, by their intrigues 
and unscrupulous tactics, have managed to control the ballot- 
boxes of thirty millions of people, and fill our offices, and make and 
administer our laws, and grow fat on the spoils. And not till 
they had brought the nation to the very verge of ruin did there 
seem any way of deliverance from their dreadful thraldom; the 
people seemed only too willing to have it so. 

ut the day of reckoniny has come at last to this class of evil- 
workers, and their power is mainly gone. God grant it may be 
forever! The instincts of the people, now that ebay are aroused, 
teach them where the main fault lies, and repentant for their de- 
linquency, they have risen up in righteous indignation to cast 
their party hacks and party tools to the moles and the bats, to 
overthrow the tables of our political money-changers, and scourge 
from the temple the men who have long polluted its shrines. it 
needed some such tremendous visitation to make the people con- 
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scious of their sin, and force them to take the power into their own 
hands, and break down and sweep into a common ruin the old 
corrupt organizations and party cliques and ties and watchwords, 
and leave thenation free to build again on new and better founda- 
tions. The lesson has been dearly bought, but it will not soon be 
forgotten. 

Nearly allied to this, and in fact growing out of it, is THE 
SPIRIT OF DEMAGOGUISM WHICH HAD GROWN RAMPANT IN THE LAND. 

Time was when the ballot-box was looked upon as sacred. But 
it is idle to say that undef the system of — which had grown 
up among us it was so any longer. Bribery had become a com- 
mon thing, and was carried to a fearful extent. Party discipline 
and official patronage and influence had come to sway a tremen- 
dous coércive power at the polls. Demagoguism had become a 
power in the nation, and its hand was on the elective franchise of 
the people, debasing it to its own low and wicked uses. 

Time was also when the best men were chosen to office. During 
the first half-century or more of our Federal existence, no country 
in the world could show more wise and good and great men in pub- 
lic life than ourown. Our national Legislature, in point of talent, 
wisdom, and integrity, stood out conspicuously before the world. 
The same was true of our Presidents and their cabinets, our for- 
eign ministers, and our State and municipal Governments. Men 
of ability, worth, weight of character, probity, and capacity were 
putin power. A man’s availability, or party services, or skill in 
political tactics, or his clamor for office, did not then constitute the 
main claim. But it were an insult to the character of the Ameri- 
can people to say that the men into whose hands the legislation 
and administration of the nation have been for a long while past 
were the best it could furnish. The learned professions of the 
country were never better filled than during this same period. 
There was never a higher order of ability and worth in the men who 
control and carry on our mighty commerce. There was never before 
so much intelligence, sagacity, and thrift among our farmers and 
mechanics. There has been a high order of talent, character, and 
thrift everywhere, save in the legislation and government of the coun- 
try. There we look in vain for it, as a general thing. The fact is so 
notorious that no one pretends to deny it. Men have filled the 
highest offices of trust and power who had nothing to fit them for it. 
Our national Legislature had sunk from its high position lower 
in character and public estimation than I dare to characterize it. 
The men who have made and executed the laws of this nation for 
not a few years past—who have controlled our vast governmental 
wealth and shaped.our policy, and who have represented our 
institutions before the people and among the nations of the world— 
have failed, to a very great extent, to command respect and confi- 
dence. Often have they disgraced the legislative hall and official 

f 
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position by mental imbecility, by political empiricism, by the low 
arts of demagoguism, by language and manners befitting a ruffian, 
and by the most shameful peculations. 

It is asad day for a people when the reins of government are 
held by such hands. The government is shorn of its chief strength. 
The force of law is ienaieal. Legislation is perverted and thrown 
into chaos. The people are corrupted by such examples. And 
the ship of state is liable to founder, as ours has, during the first 
storm which overtakes her. 

This evil had grown to such a magnitude that men of real ability 
and fitness were unwilling to accept office; to enter the lists with 
unscrupulous competitors who had no character to lose; to fight with 
demagogues and gladiators, and come in contact with corruption 
and profligacy which flaunted so unblushingly in all high places. 
Or, if willing to make the personal sacrifice for the country’s good, 
they were seldom available men. Real talent, a large experience, 
incorruptible integrity, true independence, and a high-toned char. 
acter have been, for no little time, rather damaging qualities in 
candidates for office. Such men are not manageable, and the 
demagogue politician is afraid of them. A man of no character, 
or of easy principles, of no marked capacity, no high sense of 
honor and integrity, was a more pliant tool, and more available 
for _—_ purposes or for evil and designing men. <Avazlability, 
and not personal fitness, had grown to be the common test for office. 
And under this system the places of trust and power, for the most 
part, were filled with weak or reckless and corrupt men. Had 
. not the Government of this land become thoroughly demoralized 
in all its organic functions and departments, and morally effete, 
the calamity which we deplore to-day had not come upon us. God 
is punishing our sin in the very line of our offence. But for imbe- 
cility or moral weakness on the part of those high in office, Re- 
bellion had been met and crushed at the outset. But for official 
—— and betrayal on a scale so vast as to astound the nation 
and the world, this conspiracy had been without arms or material 
resources to sustain it. Through the fault of the people dema- 
goguism had virtually shut wisdom, integrity, and moral worth 
out of the high places, and crowded ignorance and weakness, cor- 
ruption and profligacy into them; and hence, in the day of 
the nation’s trial, rebellion is here fostered and armed, and the 
Government and people are shamelessly betrayed by their own 
official representatives.—This spirit of evil is receiving a just 
rebuke. God is pouring ont upon it the vials of his wrath. 
Let the people see to it thet it never lifts its head again among 
us. 


II. Tae want, of A DUE REVERENCE FOR LAW AND ORDER had 
become a crying sin in the land. 


} 
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Law must be respected and reverenced by the people and by 
those who enact and administer it, or it can not secure the ends of 
good government. Law, when it springs out of the necessities 
and convictions of the people, and is wisely and vigorously ad- 
ministered by the appointed guardians, is the highest earthly 

ower to overawe wickedness, restrain corruption, and secure 
justice between man and man. So sem as law is supreme, and 
finds a quick and loyal response in the hearts of the people, they 
are safe. Law and order are associated, and they are the two 

reat pillars which uphold the state. Hence to weaken regard 
for law in any way; to strip law of its sacred and divine attri- 
butes in the minds of the people; or to tamper with its authority ; 
or to corrupt its functions, or bend it to subserve other than the 
simple ends of impartial and divine justice, is to imperil all that 
is dear in national existence, 

Here again the nation has sinned. Various causes have been at 
work to impair the force of law. We have sacrificed the Puritan 
idea of government as a divine institution for the social compact 
theory which resolves government into the will of the people, and 
knows no higher law than expediency. Our large and growing 
foreign population come to us with very false ideas of liberty. 
The character of our politics has sadly influenced the administra- 
tion of justice. Much of the legislation of the country has served 
to bring law into discredit. The corruption of our officials has 
had a most damaging effect. Our courts and juries have not 
always been above the reach of party intrigue, government infln- 
ence, and popular elamor. Lynch law has had far too many 
apologists. Radicalism and infidelity, socialism and sectionalism, 
have been busy in sowing the seeds of sentiments rife with danger 
and ruin. But whatever the causes, the fact is patent. Law and 
government were no longer held, either by our rulers or people, 
as a thing sacred and inviolable as the Divine authority and justice. 
The forms of law were disregarded by multitudes and set aside. 
Often our laws were openly resisted and set at defiance. In many 
places they were but imperfectly administered, and in others stul- 
tified by popular sentiment. Thousands have gone unwhipt of 
justice from sheer favoritism or fear, or through bribery or weak- 
ness of the judicial power. Crimes of all sorts have frightfully 
increased in number and atrocity, because the tone of moral sen- 
timent had been so lowered and the religious view and sense in 
regard to government perverted. Conviction for the deepest 
crimes had come to be often impossible. For years the slave- 
trade, branded as piracy by the civilized world, had been carried 
on extensively by ships carrying our flag and fitted out in our 

orts, and owned by our citizens, and not an offender could be 
rought to justice. Disaster upon disaster on sea and land had 
astounded the community and murdered our citizens by whole- 
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sale, and though drunkenness, incompetence, or recklessness 
was known to be the cause, the law had no power to avenge 
the crime and throw its shield of protection over the commu- 
nity by convicting and punishing the guilty. The power of 
wealth, and station, and corporate influence, and a vitiated pub- 
lie sentiment had grown to be so great an evil that the law 
was often unable to cope with it, and the bonds of social and 
political life were fast falling to pieces. Nor can it be denied, 
and the fact is worthy of special note, that a considerable party at 
the North, in their zeal for the overthrow of slavery, have long 
and bitterly denounced the Constitution, and arrayed themselves 
in spirit and teaching against the execution of laws believed to 
be in favor of the institution, and sometimes have gone so far as 
to resist and set the law at defiance—sowing the wind to reap the 
whirlwind. 

The national conscience had thus become debauched or frit- 
tered away. Even the oath to support the laws and the Constitn- 
tion had come to be a small thing—a mere form with many, to be 
violated on the first occasion without shame or compunction. 
Resistance to law, rebellion against the powers that be, and even 
ethe organized effort to overthrow the Government by force of 
arms, had nothing in them sinful or repugnant to the minds of 
our Southern brethren at least; and thus the great moral support 
of the nation was gone. Had not the public mind and conscience 
bécome fearfully misled and demoralized in regard to the sanctity 
and divine obligations of law and government as the ordination of 
God and the embodiment of his presence and authority among 
us, this rebellion could not have so suddenly and in such fearful 
magnitude been developed ; it could not have put on so bold a 
face before the world, and so confidently appealed to the God of 
battles to sanction and crown with success their mad and terrible 
purpose. 

And here lies their greatest sin. It is not a war upon the 
North ; a war upon party or sectional interests; a war upon opin- 
ions, or habits, or classes, or races merely ; but it is rank REBELLION 
against constitutional law; a high-handed blow to strike down 
‘the powers that he,” which are ordained of God; armed resist- 
ance to the will of the people expressed in lawful forms. And if 
this rebellion succeed, law is utterly prostrated in this land, order 
is subverted, and universal anarchy must reign here for ages ; and 
the passions of the populace or a military Teyetinn will be the 
only law left to us. Hence the solemn, religeous duty of every 
citizen to uphold and aid the Government when thus assailed. 

Onr punishment again has come in the line of our offence. The 
people have failed to reverence law and guard its sanctity and 
integrity with due vigilance; and so the public conscience has 
grown weak and vitiated, and wicked men have taken advan- 
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tage of the times to overthrow the constituted authorities and rend 
the great Republic, and leave us and our children exposed to all 
the perils and evils of a reign of terror. 


IV. Our EXTRAVAGANT WAY OF LIVING HAS GROWN INTO A VERY 
SERIOUS EVIL. 

Our fathers were remarkable for their simplicity of manners, 
They had no disposition to ape the style and luxury and extrava- 
gance of the old world. They thought that great simplicity in 
all things became republicans. They were not ashamed of plain- 
ness and frugality. Franklin, in hie ma citizen’s dress and sim- 
ple manners, was quite the equal in the French court of the splen- 
didly decorated ambassadors of other Powers. The habits both 
of the rulers and the people were then habits of economy and 
industrious thrift. If our simple-mannered fathers and mothers 
should rise from the grave and witness our fast living and extrava- 
gant habits it would horrify them. We are by no means a wealthy 
people. There are few large accumulations among us as in older 
countries. Our business, and improvements, and the developing 
of our resources require, and will long require, immense outlays of 
capital. We are still borrowers to an enormous extent. Yet we 
are already in the full career of prodigality. Our national fru- 
gality has disappeared; our depidhitien simplicity is corrupted, 
and we are rapidly becoming, eveg in our infancy, the most ex- 
travagant and fast living people in the world. Our social habits 
have undergone a great change. Our sons and daughters are not 
reared to industry, and toil, and frugal habits as their fathers and 
mothers were. Living has become a rather expensive affair 
among us. The houses of the upper classes are often palaces. 
Our merchants have come to live as a class in princely magnifi- 
cence. It costs a little fortune yearly to keep up the display and 
extravagance of fashionable life. There are business men in our 
cities whose family expendituresin years past equaled those of the 
nobility of other lands whose incomes are often fabulous. Single 
ladies expended thousands a year upon dress alone, and wore jew- 
elry which cost many thousands more. Mercantile firms there 
were whose yearly aggregate family and business expenses almost 
equaled the capital on which they traded. The streets of our 
metropolis and of other cities on a fair day, can not be matched for 
costly and extravagant display in any of the old and opulent capi- 
tals of Europe. Luxurious living and the love of display have 
become a passion. It rages in city and country like a prairie fire 
or the sweep of the tornado. It has been fast draining us of our 
very life. ie has nourished idleness, effeminacy, and dissipation. 


It has tempted men to the practice of fraud and dishonesty to 
support it. It has vitiated the manly tastes and simple habits of 
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the people. Our social life had become godless, anti-republican— 
a canker eating into the very core of national virtue and life. 

It is with a nation just as it is with an individual. Let a man 
live fast, exceed his income, waste the money he needs in his busi- 
ness in show or dissipation, and we know what the end will be. 
Material and moral bankruptcy will overtake him. He may stave 
it off for a while and keep up appearances, but it will finally’ 
come ; as sure as the Ides of March ; as inevitably as retribution 
in the footsteps of guilt. 

The weakening and demoralizing influence of these things are 
more to be deprecated also than the waste of money. The elo- 
quent historian of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire 
gives a large space to this as one of the causes which | tenn 
them. Most clearly and forcibly does he trace the influence of 
luxury, idleness, extravagance, and social dissipation on the cor- 
ruption of morals, the deterioration of the national character, the 
decay of strength, and the final wreck and downfall of that once 
iron kingdom and mistress of the world. 

God has signally rebuked this our sin again and again in years 
past; but we would not be instructed. And now his hand is laid 
upon us again so visibly and so heavily that it would seem that it 
must check, if it does not eradicate the evil, and lead our people 
back to more simple manners and frugal habits, and restore our 
Government to something ofits former economy and simplicity. 


V. Our EXTREME DEVOTION TO MATERIAL INTERESTS is a sin inti- 
mately connected with our present calamity. 

It was for a higher and nobler end than the mere pursuit and 
enjoyment of wealth—a higher end than material grandeur 
and greatness—that God sifted three kingdoms to plant this new 
empire, and has fostered and prospered us hitherto so greatly. 
Our forefathers were men of a truly heroic and godly stamp. 
They fled from the tyrannies and wickednesses of the old world 
to lay anew on this virgin soil the foundations of society, political 
and religious. . They consecrated this broad and goodly land to 
freedom and to God. They planted our institutions with prarem, 
and tears, and heroic sacrifices. They aimed high and set a lofty 
example. Personal aggrandizement, or a high Tees of earthly . 
prosperity, was not the goal of their ambition. Religion, human- 
ity, manhood, liberty, and patriotism were of greater value to 
them than the gains of worldliness. They did not worship the 
dollar as we have come to do. 

But we have degenerated from the noble virtue of our sires. 
There is too much truth in what has passed into a proverb that 
with Americans the “ almighty Dollar is everything.” No other 
nation is so devoted to money-making. It has grown into an 
intense, universal, and all-engrossing passion with us. We have 





THE MORAL CAUSES OF OUR NATIONAL CALAMITY. 149 


set up this idol and bowed down to it. Everything has been sac- 
rificed to this. The people have no time for anything else. And 
in their haste to be rich, in their idolatry of material good, the 
claims of God’s service, the duties of citizenship, the demands of 
family and social relations, and the scruples of conscience, and 
the principles of honor and righteousness have, to a fearful extent, 
been ignored or violated. We must own before God to-day that 
we are a mammon-serving people. 

And this sordid passion has deeply injured the national charac- 
ter. It has fostered a low ambition. It has invested wealth with 
undue power. It has filled the land with covetousness. It has 
led us to disparage the elements of our real strength and prosper- 
ity, and often to compromise our honor and principles. It has 
turned the mind away from our true mission. It has sought to 
build up a greatness by material elements, when those of a moral, 
intellectual, and religious nature only possess real durability and 
thrift. Not our personal or national wealth; not our extended 
system of internal improvements; not the extent of our territory 
and the number of our people; not our skill and strength in war 
will secure our prosperity and exalt us to honor and power amon 
the nations; but the imbuing of the people with the spirit an 
principles of our institutions; an unswerving devotion to the right ; 


the moral. and religious training of the masses; and making vital 
continually by prayer and godly living and religious revivals, 
those foundations which a pious and lofty-minded ancestry laid 


here in tears, and sweat, and blood, for the sake of civil and reli- 
gious liberty and the kingdom of Christ. 

The land trembles to-day under God’s rebuke of this great sin. 
In his wrath he has smitten our idol to the ground and confounded 
its worshipers. He is teaching us to-day, while we sit in the 
dust and mourn over our fallen hopes, and blighted prospects, and 
scattered fortunes, and prostrate tndustries, and jeoparded busi- 
ness and wealth, that there is a higher good for a people than 
we have been seeking; that a character for righteousness, a 
heroic and patriotic spirit, a civilization vital with the life of Christ: 
ianity, the honest endeavor to serve God, and the choice of the 
heavenly riches, are better far and more worthy of pursuit than 
mere material interests. 


VI. Lasrty: SLAVERY 1S THE SOURCE AND OCCASION OF NOT A 
LITTLE OF OUR GUILT AND caLAMITy. We should fail in our duty 
were we to shut this subject out of our minds to-day and our con- 
fessions. I have not time to discuss at length the relations of 
slavery to our Government or to this rebellion. I have never, 
allow me to say, held extreme views on this long-agitated subject, 
and have discountenanced the bitter and indiscriminate crusade 
which a small portion of the North has waged upon the institution. 
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Hence I believe I shall carry your convictions with me in the few 
words I have time to say about it on this occasion. 

Four millions of human beings are held in bondage by our peo- 

le to-day, or were when this war began! It is a fearful fact. 
Be the moral character of the system what it may, it is at war 
with the spirit and principles of true liberty, it is a blot on the na- 
tion’s honor in this day of the world; it is an element, so uncon- 
genial and adverse as to cause a world of strife, embarrassment, 
and jarring. Hence it is a political evil of tremendous proportions 
and fatal effects. 

But itis more. I will say nothing to-day of the relation itself, 
But I look at the system as it pyactically exists, and has long ex- 
isted in our land, and oh! what unutterable iniquity has grown out 
of it! How many masters fail in every duty they owe to those 
held in bondage by them! How many are merciless and cruel in 
their treatment of them! How many regard and use them only 
as “ goods and chattels”—hold only for purposes of lust and gain 
those made in the image of God! What abuses are practiced; 
how the law of marriage is often trampled on; and what ruin of 
soul and body, what suffering and misery, and debasement flow 
from it both to the white race and to the colored! Looking only 
at the abuse of the relation, I see enough of sm in the past treat- 
ment and the present condition of these 4,000,000 bondmen, to kin- 
dle the wrath of a just God and unsheath his avenging sword. 

And this is not all. The most persistent efforts have been made, 
and the most unscrupulous measures resorted to, in the past few 
years, to extend and nationalize and perpetuate in the land this 
evil and obnoxious institution. I need not rehearse here the his- 
tory of this aggressive movement ; but it forms one of the darkest 
chapters of our history. It made war upon Mexico and wrenched 
her territory from her. It repealed the Missouri Compromise, and 
sought to force slavery into the Territories and forming States. It 
organized a Secret Association pledged to use every possible effort 
to give extension and effect to the system. It filled Congress and 
the whole country with its quarrels and daring schemes of propa- 
gandism. It manceuvred on the political chess-board to bring on 
a crisis; and finally forced on this terrible conflict from which 
there is no deliverance for us but by the sword. 

The South, in this gigantic scheme to extend the area of slaver 
and give it political power and preponderance in the nation in all 
coming time, has sinned with a high hand. And it would seem 
that for this offence the Almighty One, from amidst the thick 
darkness, is looking out upon the hosts of the South in this judg- 
ment, as he looked upon Pharaoh and the Egyptians at the Red 
Sea. This lust of extension and power in order to enthrone King 
Cotton, in the just providence of God, is made to reiict upon them 
fearfully, and is shaking the system itself to its speedy overthrow. 
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And the Worth was not wholly guiltless in this matter. The 
Government of the country was an active participant in much of 
this movement, and connived at the sin. And hence it was meet 
that God should rebuke and humble us also, the entire nation, in 
this day of righteous visitation. 

There is ys deep still to our iniquity in this matter. The 
framers of our Constitution—the men who achieved our liberties 
and gave being and form to our institutions—men like Washing- 
ton, Selivem, Madison, and Patrick Henry—held slavery to be 
an evil and contemplated its ultimate extinction. This is an im- 

ortant historical fact which can not be denied. Let any one look 
into our colonial history and see what resolute and persistent ef- 
forts were made by the leading colonies—by Virginia and Geor- 

ia in particular—to keep slavery out, and when it had been 
forced upon them by the policy and veto power of the mother 
country, to cireumscribe its evil influence and gradually eradicate 
it from the land. And do we. not see in the loss and suffering 
which England is made to endure by reason of this war, a Divine 
retribution, just and deserved, for her guilt in planting and foster- 
ing the iniquitous system in her American dependencies against 
their solemn and oft-repeated protests ? 

And the Church of the South, likewise, until a very recent pe- 
riod, mourned over slavery as a great sin, and prayed and looked 
for its final extinction. The statesmen and divines of the South 
have given utterance to the sternest reproofs and the severest con- 
demnation of slavery. 

Bat what a change—oh! what a fearful change, has come over 
the South within a few years! The views and position of her 
statesmen, her ministers, and the mass of the people, have 
been totally reversed. Slavery is no longer admitted by them 
to be an evil. The views of the fathers, the testimonies of past 
generations, are repudiated and set aside. Instead of an evil, 
it is now held to be a blessing; it is the normal state of society ; 
the Bible justifies it; it is a divine institution, as much so as 
the family, or the state; and the high and special mission of 
the South is to conserve and magnify and propagate the institu- 
tion! The civilized world stands aghast at the utterance of such 
atrocious sentiments. Blindness—judicial blindness—has smit- 
ten the South. Its conscience is gone. It has come to pnt dark- 
ness for light, and evil for good. A terrible delusion is driving it 
madly ant recklessly to ruin. It is resting in a le and has staked 
all on the issue. 

Surely it was time for God to rise in the majesty of truth and 
justice when men—when a whole community—when his Church, 
even, came thus to make void his law. It was fitting that his 
word, and the principles of his government, should be vindicated 
against the bold offenders by a retribution that should be memora- 
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ble in all after time. And as the North has, to a large extent, 
been guilty of complicity in this sin, and for the sake of southern 
trade, or to secure political ends, or to save the Union, has winked 
at this moral degeneracy, and come.to look with favor on the stu- 
pendous iniquity, and yield almost everything to its craving de- 
mands, it was just that the people of the North and the Govern- 
ment of the country should suffer ; it was just that our punishment 
should spring mainly out of the very sin which we had nourished, 
and should fall upon the very Union and the party organizations, 
and the business and social and ecclesiastical interests for which 
we sold the truth. 


These are not all ; but I believe they are among the moral causes 
which have brought us, as a nation, under so heavy a chastisement. 
There are others which will readily occur to your minds, and 
should receive your attention to-day. 


The nature of these Causes points to the Remedy. Repentance, 
reformation, sincere, thorough and general, is the only thing that 
will deliver and save us. it is the folly of madness to think to 
heal such a hurt by political moves, by party tactics, by adminis- 
trative appliances, by popular clamor, by hushing up the quarrel, 
or even by fighting it out! No; such a devil can be cast out only 
by much fasting and prayer. ‘The sore can be healed only by a 
Divine hand. baler and people have sinned—greatly and wan- 
tonly sinned—and they must repent in dust and ashes before God 
and the world, or there is no help for us.. The spirit of a deep 
and genuine contrition and reformation must come down on the 
nation, and humble and chasten and purify it. We must search 
out our sins, personal, social, and national, and confess them and 

ut them away. We must realize in the depth of the national 
being that God is just, and we have deserved this visitation. And 
we must resolve to set up this memorable experience as a beacon 
and a landmark to warn and guide us in all coming time. 

A word more and I have done. The nature of the Causes which 
have brought us where we are, may serve to shed some light on 
the question as to the time when we may hope for deliverance. Let 
us not flatter or deceive ourselves on this point. Two dreadful 
years of carnage and suffering have already passed over us and 
the time of the end is not yet. Moral causes are necessarily slow 
in their operation. The causes I have named as bringing this 
calamity upon us, have been a long while culminating. They are 
deep-seated and inwoven in the national sentiment and life. They 
can not be corrected in aday. It is too much to expect that a 
year or two will suffice to show our rulers and people all their sin, 
and to work in the heart of the nation genuine contrition, and 
bring out in the life of the nation the fruit of a thorough reforma- 
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tion. And wntil this is done, I believe God will keep his hand 
heavy down upon us; and I pray that he will. He has entered. 
upon the needed work of correction in earnest. —* the far- 
nace glows with intense heat. The nation is smitten, humbled, 
broken, full of mourning and sorrow and fear. And let us not ex- 
pect—nay, let us not pray for deliverance until the end of the dis- 
cipline is reached; only throngh the humilations of a true and 
hearty repentance, and a return to a renewed and higher social, 
political and religious life. 

This dreadfal war may soon come to a close and the supremacy 
of the Constitution and laws be vindicated and established. But 
will that alone heal our wounds, stay the thunders of Divine wrath, 
and restore peace and unity and prosperity to us? By no means, 
The nation must bow itself low before God, and humbly entreat 
him to turn away his anger and interpose his providence and Spirit 
to deliver and purify and heal us. We must as a people root out 
our evil habits and build anew. We must cultivate the spirit of 
conciliation, forgiveness, trust, magnanimity. And when this is 
done the day of our redemption will have come. The sun of a yet 
greater prosperity will then shine on our land and gladden all the 
people. And.in future years, and in distant generations, the na- 
tion will look back upon this dark and memorable period as a wise 
and merciful discipline and the seed-time of glorious blessings, 
But if God were to cease his correction now, before the needful 
change has been wrought in us, we should slide straight back into 
our old ways; business, pleasure, politics, legislation, government, 
all would return to their death-working channels; the quarrels of 
sections and parties would go on as before; and this terrible bap- 
tism of blood and suffering would result in no real or lasting good 
to the nation. 

And to my mind it is manifest that we are not yet prepared for 
deliverance. The spirit of rebellion is certainly still alive and as: 
bitter and wicked as ever. The nation is not yet sufficiently con- 
trite and penitent. Party lines and strifes are not yet merged into 
an all-embracing patriotism. Minor questions are not yet lost 
sight of, and the mighty strength of the nation brought to bear 
steadily on the one great issue. Of the accursed lust of gain, and 
the passion for display, and the spirit of extravagance and corrup- 
tion, we are not yet cured. We do not yet realize, as we should, 
to what an extent’God is a party in this great national contro- 
versy ; and that success in arms, wisdom in counsel, and salvation 
for us are absolutely dependent upon him. The Church of Christ 
has not yet fully cleansed herself, and come up to the great and 
solemn duty devolved upon her. Nor are we yet willing to do full 
Justice to the millions whom we have so long enslaved, and on 
whose unpaid labor. the nation has grown rich. 

The duration of this war, if I have reasoned correctly, is not 
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alone dependent on the vigor of the administration, andthe skill of 
nerals, and the courage of our soldiers, and grand victories in the 
eld ; but the spirit and temper of the people will have much to do 
with it. The grand, the decisive victory, will be a moral one. The 
peace we should pray and labor for is the peace of righteousness, 
the boon of God’s favor. And it may be so—lI fear it is likely to 
be so—that more and deeper draughts of humiliation, sorrow and 
suffering are seen to be needful, and the very dregs of the cup may 
have to be wrung out to us, before we shall be willing to take our 
true place and be fitted for our mission. May God give us patience 
to bear it all, and courage to face the trial, and patriotism to make 
the required sacrifice; and finally lead us on to a victory such as 
shall exalt His own Government in the sight of all nations, and es- 
tablish for the coming ages over all this land the principles of 
righteousness and liberty. 


Mutrorp, May 4th, 1863. 
Rev. J. M. Suerwoop: 


Dear Sir: The undersigned having heard, with great pleasure, and we trust 
with profit, your interesting discourse preached, at the united service in Ply- 
mouth Church, on the 30th ult., would hereby very respectfully request a copy 
of the sermon for publication. 

Dan Fenn, Naraan Fenn, 
Dantet L. Batpwin, Anon CLARK, 

Tuomas CoRNWALL, Sioney Bockinenay, - 
Wittram B. BrisTou., Tuomas Dutton, 
Samus. B, Gunn, L. N. Bearpsey. 


New-York, May 7th, 1863. 


GentiemMEN: My Fast-day sermon is at your service. Although conscious of 
its many imperfections, it is my prayer that it may contribute, in some slight 
degree, to the end for which it was written and preached. 

' James M. Suerwoop. 
Dan Fenn, Esq., and others. 
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THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT. 


Tiv paxatpav Tod Ivetparoe, 6 gore pixua Oeod. 
“The sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.”—Eruesians 6 : 17. 


A sworp is one of those things which few can look upon with- 
ont some emotion. The very sight of one suggests many thoughts. 
It kindles the pride of the holiday soldier and of the war-worn 
veteran. It graces the pomp of the civic festival; it gleams with 
emblematic solemnity in the halls of justice; and decks the coffin- 
lid of the departed brave. It is the token, too, of dark passions— 
malice, ambition, and revenge. It brings to mind the throbbin 
heart that bleeds on the battle-plain and the widowed heart that 
bleeds at home. Its iron-point has graven on the monuments. of 
the past full many a record of wrong, and violence, and woe. 
Tears of the fatherless, famine, plague, desolation—these are its 
triumphs. Burning villages, battered cities, fields fattened with 
carnage, and “ white as snow in Salmon” with the bleaching bones 
of the slain—these mark the pathway of the sword. Oft has it 
been the accursed tool of extortion, oppression, and persecution. 
Oft, in the hands of tyranny and bigotry, has it mowed down the 
ranks of death. 

Yet are there some pleasing sentiments associated with the sight 
ofasword. As wielded by the chivalrous champion to protect 
the weak ; as uplifted by loyalty and patriotism to defend the altar 
and the hearth; as raised by liberty against invasion and slavery, 
the sword has done good service. It has “revenged the wronged 
till he rendered right.” Who could gaze without emotion upon the 
weapon once grasped by Gustavus Adolphus, that stainless hero 
of the Protestant faith? Or the green-handled battle-blade of 
George Washington, the spotless soldier of freedom? The brave 
defenders of their native land against sedition and rebellion have 
thrown around their gory weapons the garlands of security to the 
feeble and protection to the peaceful. ‘Thus even the naked and 
polished steel may speak of safety, and promise defence to the 
child, the maiden, and the aged. The sword of Joshua, of Gide- | 
, on, and of David still hang bright in the armory of Zion. 
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But the weapons of the most famed warriors are but children’s 
toys to that mighty weapon of the Christian’s warfare—that “sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.” It has won all the vie- 
tories of the Lord of hosts, and wrought eternal deliverances for 
his militant Church. Its flash in the van of the battle is Israel’s 
ensign and rallying star. 

Let us notice in what respects the Word of God, in its properties 
and uses, may be likened to a sword. 


I. It has many of the proprrties of a sword. 

It has, for instance, the brightness of a sword. It is like the 
flaming falchion at Eden’s gate, which turned every way to pre- 
serve the garden from the unhallowed intrusion of fallen man. 
Even so the- Bible blazes before the everlasting doors of the celes- 
tial paradise, so that “there shall in no wise enter into it anything 
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh 
a lie.” It isonly the dimness of the sinner’s sight that enables 
him to look undazzled at the glowing words of Scripture in its 
denunciations of “the wrath of God revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteonsness of men.” Never with naked 
eye could the guilty gaze untroubled on the naked sword of the 
Spirit. Dazzled and faint, he would wither at its dread reful- 
gence ere he felt its biting edge. 

It has also the keenness of asword. “For the Word of God is 
quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
‘piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit.” God 
calls his divine threatenings ‘the sword of his mouth.” And 
when John saw the Son of Man in vision he tells us that “out of 
his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword.” Thisis a symbol of the 

enetrating power of the cutting reproofs and denunciations which 
issue from his lips. Smiting either way, with double edge, it in- 
flicts the ghastlier, deadlier blow wherever it falls. Be the heart 
‘ever so flinty, hardened, and steeled in obstinacy, and cased in 
‘three-fold mail of pride, 


“This guiding sword, wfth discontinuous wound,” 


shall smite it through. It is “ bathed in heaven,” and tempered 
to such keenness that the most stubborn spirits have fallen before 
it, and their pride has been laid low for ever. The legends of the 
North tell of a fabled demigod who forged a blade in an intense 
volcanic fire, and then quenched the hissing steel in an ice-cold 
Scandmavian stream. ‘lo test its sharpness, he threw the trunk 
of a tree of six cubits length into the rapid river; and as it drifted 
endwise against the enchanted edge, he smiled with grim satis- 
faction to see the wood riven in sunder by the mere force of the 
current. But this sword of ours, which can divide between the, 
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soul and spirit, and discriminate between the very thoughts of the 
heart, is a glorious reality far beyond that fabling fancy. 

Again: the word of God is like a sword because it is pointed, 
Common weapons can only smite the body, but.this of the Spirit 
pierces far deeper, even to the inmost soul. Open the pages of 
Holy Writ where you will, and the point of this weapon is seen 
projecting, aimed at the sinner’s breast, and able to probe his 
guilty conscience to the quick. When it eaters the soul it searches 
the very life as it goes. It thrusts as well as cuts. 

It may be added that a good sword will not casily break. It will 
give heavy blows, amd take them, without shivering in pieces. 
It if even so, and more, with the Lord’s good sword. Oft 
has it- been rudely struck by those who would parry its thrust 
or ward off its stroke. Oft has it come down with cleaving force 
on hearts harder than flint. But it has never been shattered, nor 
can it be. With wondrous elasticity it will bend, and adapt itself 
to every joint in the sinner’s harness, and then spring at once 
into shape again. “The Scripture can not be broken.” 

It thus resembles a sword in the qualities of brightness of blade, 
sharpness of edge, keenness of point, and power of endurance. 


II. It also resembles a sword in many of its uses. 

It is a terror to evil-doers. How many have been deterred from 
sin by seeing it sweeping in. threatening circles over the path of 
transgression. How readily they would have run in the ways of 
iniquity but for the salutary restraints of the Book of God. It 
showed them the guilt, the danger, and the misery of sin. It has 
warned them off from forbidden ground. It has roused the slum-. 
bering conscience and tamed the raging passions. Iniquity has 
been abashed and the proud heart humbled befose its majesty and 
holiness. It has flashed conviction like lightning, and struck the 
soul into submission like a bolt from heaven. 

The Word of God is also like a sword in its cleavingenergy. “It 
divideth asunder the soul and spirit.” When the word soul is 
used by Scripture in distinction from spirit it distinguishes the 
animal nature from the spiritual and moral. And the Bible does 
discriminate, with searching keenness, between a mere excitement 
of the imagination and nervous system and a true and lasting re- 
ligious experience. It marks the wide difference between a tempo- 
rary disturbance of the animal feelings and a permanent change 
of heart. It cuts off the delusive and d@aying exercises of the 
animal sympathies; and tolerates only the holy affections of a 
renewed heart, and those holy works which are the constant evi- 
dences and fruits of a truly regenerate mind. It is “a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” It draws the dividing 
line between our selfish and depraved lusts, and the pure feelings 
of a heart reconciled to God and in peace with him. It hews down 
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the guilty hopes of the rebel mind of man. It falls, with unspar- 
ing edge, upon the false confidences of the impenitent, and makes 
them aware that “there is no peace to the wicked.” If they 
think, by following a multitude in doing evil, to screen themselves 
amid numbers, it gives them to know that “though hand join in 
hand the wicked shall not be unpunished.” Are they expecting 
to hide from justice in secresy and concealment? It bids them 
to be sure that ‘4there is no darkness, nor shadow of death where 
the workers of iniquity may hide themselves.” Do they dream 
of succeeding in their rebellious resistance of God? It calls them 
to consider “who hath hardened himself against God and hath 
prospered?” Is the sinner depending upon repentance at a future 
day, he is cautioned not to “ boast himself of to-morrow, for he 
knoweth not what a day may bring forth.” It cuts right and left, 
with double edge, among all the talse hopes of the self-deceived, 
and lays them in the dust. 

The sword of the Spirit demolishes the defences under which the 
sinner shields himself. This spiritual weapon of our warfare is 
“mighty, through God, to the pulling down of strongholds.” If 
any would entrench themselves in worldly cares they are warned 
not to “ labor for the meat that perisheth,” but to “seek jirst the 
kingdom of God.” If any would have it that they are at present 
too great sinners to come to Christ till they have made themselves 
better, they are tanght that there is no being made better till they 
have come to Christ, who alone can relieve “ the weary and heavy- 
laden.” If any plead for time for further consideration they are 
called upon to “choose this day whom they will serve:” ‘ to- 
day if ye will hear his voice harden not your hearts.” If any are 
waiting because they are not sufficiently convicted of sin they are 
reminded that this is no part of their duty ; that God has not en- 
joined it upon them; but calls only for “ repentance towards God 
and faith toward the Lord Jesus Christ.” Does the sinner pre- 
tend ignorance of his duty? The sword of the Spirit flashes an 
indignant rebuke, “The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth 
and in thy heart, that is, the word of faith which we preach.” If 
any profess to be waiting God’s time the Almighty unsheathes his 
sword, and shows him in golden letters on the blade, “ Behold now 
is the accepted time.” 

Moreover, the sword of the Spirit defeats the enemies of God. 
Every time the Spirit strikes with it Satan’s empire totters, and the 
dark coasts of hell tremMe at the blow. Wherever this burnished 
blade is guided by the hand of Omnipotence it scatters light over 
the dark places of the earth. Whichever way it turns it goes on 
victoriously, humbling the pride of man, wounding and slaying 
the enmity of the carnal mind, and leading into willing captivity 
the long-revalted affections of the heart. All ye who delight to 
witness the triumphs of grace join in the inspired invocation to 
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Him who rideth on the car of salvation: “Gird thy sword upon 

thy thigh, O most mighty! with thy glory and thy majesty; and 

in thy majesty ride prosperously, because of truth, and meekness, 

and righteousness ; and thy right hand shall teach thee terrible 

things.” Oh! to behold him going forth conquering and to con- 
uer! 

Lastly: The Word of God is used as a sword in defending his 
kingdom on earth. That kingdom, every inch of it, was gain- 
ed by conquest from hostile territory. It is one, as far as it ex- 
tends, by this invincible sword of ‘the Spirit from the enslaved 
dominions of Satan, and by the same potent weapon are its rights 
and liberties maintained. To the city of God it is a sure defence. 
The gates are gnarded night and day by that sentinel sword, and 
it gleams continually along the well-protected walls. Its cease- 
less vigilance anticipates any surprisal, and with overwhelming 
superiority of moral force repels all open force. ‘No weapon 
formed against it shall prosper.” Though the gates of hell pour 
forth its legions in arms they shall not prevail. In vain do the 
array themselves in panoply of proof. Their weapons, thoug 
forged and tempered in the infernal fires, will be like brittle reeds 
—and their shields and helmets will be fragile as. glass—what 
time they come in collision with the sword of the Lord. Nor will 
this weapon cease its lightning flashes over the earth till it has 
forced into surrender every stronghold of Satan, and compelled 
rearward squadrons to take their flight from a vanquished and 
rescued world. When the Spirit of the Lord would lift up a stan- 
dard he raises this drawn sword, and the sacramental hosts of Zion 
rally around it, and gather themselves from afar at the signal of 
its flash in the sun. In his hands it leads them on to victory, 
whence they return with garlands on their heads and palms in their 
hands. Hallelujah! 

Thus the Word is useful as a terror to transgressors, as a test of 
spirituality, as a destroyer of false refuges, as a vanquisher of God's 
enemies, and as a defence to his kingdom. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. We learn how ministers of the Gospel show#l arm them- 
selves. As standard-bearers of God’s host, as soldiets and cham- 
es of the cross, they must never ungird the sword of the Spirit, 

ut have it ever in readiness for instant use. ‘“ He that hath no 
sword, let him sell his garment and buy one.” Zion’s watchmen 
must stand at their post, having on the whole armor of God, of 
which the Word of God is the most conspicuous and effective part. 
To them the use of all meaner weapons is forbidden. The arrow 
and javelin are not for them. They are not to carry on a distant 
fight with flying missiles; not to strike as one that beateth the 
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air. But they are to march up boldly with the heavenly steel of 
divine truth, and join battle hand to hand with human depravity, 
and strike directly at the lite of rebellion in the soul. Let them 
not wreathe their sword in flowers like Harnodius and Aristagiton ; 
but draw from the scabbard the full length of the blade, and lay 
on right and left, and thrust the sinner through and through with 
the bright and beaming blade. 

2. We learn that Christians are ever to act on the aggressive. 
They are not merely to stand on the defensive, keeping their ranks 
unbroken, and losing no vantage-ground which the grace of God 
and the sword of his Spirit have enabled them to gain. It is not 
enough that no territory, which has once been wrested from Sa- 
tan’s dominion, be ceded back to him. They must do more. They 
must carry the war into the enemy’s territory, follow up every 
advantage, and press on from vietory to victory. They may not 
cease from pursuit to fly upon the spoils or feast upon the prey. 
Let them not slack their militant endeavors till the world is gladly 
subdued to the Gospel of Christ, and is disenthralled from the tyr- 
anny of sin. 

3. We learn that the Word of God is no mortal weapon. It is 
not the sword of man. Man did not fashion it. Its metal is not 
dug from the bowels of the earth, nor is it forged by human skill 
or mortal strength. Its material and workmanship manifest its 
high origin, and show the genuine marks of that brighter world 
from whence it came. It is fitted for a super-human arm; and no 
mere man, by his unaided powers, is able to wield it efficiently. 
It is too ponderous for our nerveless. grasp. We must call in 
strength far higher than our own, before we can lift it with sue- 
cess. Vainly do we take even the sword of the Spirit for our 
spiritual conflicts, unless strengthened with might by that same 
Spirit in the inner man. But.oh! if thus succored from on high, 
we need not shun the contest with the proudest fiend of hell. The 
irresistible Word of God is, indeed, the favorite weapon of Omni- 

otence, in gaining those triumphs of grace which are celebrated 
in celestial song. ‘Tts achievements are sung by the winged bards 
of heaven to the rich melody of their harps of gold. This is the 
trenchant blade which cuts down the brazen shield of pride and 
the chainma@l of impenitency. The Spirit with this sword of flame, 
at once slays the enmity of the carnal mind, and sets the soul on 
fire with love, At one electric stroke, it burns up and annihilates 
our depravity, and kindles the flame of grace in the heart. The 
moral conquest of the entire world is the only earthly limit to its 
prevalence, when swayed by the Lord of Hosts. It is his preroga- 
tive to make it effectual ; and when it is used with success in mor- 
tal hands, all their strength and sufficiency thereto is of God. And 
a blessed thing it is, when God girds his -servants with this gra- 
cious strength. They are diligently to seek it, Every good sol- 
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dier of Jesus Christ will equip himself,.as the Apostle commands, 
with the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. In the 
hands of his chosen people, he has wrought with it great deliver- 
ances. In the early progress of Christianity, we see whatehe en- 
abled them to seemed by its means. It then carried dismay 
and defeat through what seemed the impregnable heathenism of 
the vast and haughty Roman empire. That once predominant sys- 
tem of idolatry, the religion of countless millions of our race, it has 
swept from the earth, leaving no traces of ‘it, except.its ruined 
shrines, and the relics of its literature. In like manner it has 
swept from the earth every vestige of the druidical paganism and 
bloody rites of our British ancestors, and of the teeming millions 
of Northern Europe. It has penetrated into regions, which they 
who boasted that they were masters of the world, confessed to be 
inaccessible to their arms. Where Cesar failed, it has conquered. 
Where Alexander halted, it has marched on its resistless way. It 
was the Word of God which won the day, when the glorious Pro- 
testant Reformation overthrew the chief seats and citadels of 
Romish superstition. It has showed its victorious energy in man 
a glorious revival of religion, wherein we have seen the Lord’s 
doing, and it was marvelous in our eyes. Truth is great, and it 
will prevail, because it is armed with this immortal weapon, and 
is upheld in its use by the Spirit of God. The glad tidings of one 
success shall follow upon another, till solemn proclamation is made 
in heaven, that the kingdoms of this world have become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of his Christ. . 

4. We learn from our subject, that God has enemies in the 
world. Why else hdth he a sword, which is the creature of war- 
fare and opposition? If all were quiet here, why doth he muster 
the armies of heaven, and proclaim himself their leader, and bid 
their bannered hosts combine beneath his royal standard? Would 
you know, my hearers, where that enmity to God is found, against 
which he will fight with the sword of his mouth? Alas! you will 
find it strongly fortifying itself in that revolted and disobedient 
heart of yours. Your soul is opposed toGod. His laws are offen- 
sive to you; and the breaking of them is the occupation of your 
life. With him, “ rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft,” which Saul 
attempted to practice. When men rebel against a good and law- 
ful government, such as this country has enjoyed, it is very hate- 
fal to God. Still more odious is it, if they rebel against infinitely 
the best of all governments, that of God himself. 

O fellow sinner, your only safety is in instant submission. What 
can you promise yourself by resisting the Spirit of God? You are 
surrounded completely on every side. You are hemmed in above 
and below. There is no help thag can relieve you from this close 
siege. You are defenceless. You can not escape. Surrender at 
God’s summons. Cast down the weapons of your rebellion. Do 
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not repel the sword of the Spirit. Bare your bosom to its stroke. 
It wounds to heal, and kills to make alive. Happy are they who 
feel its power. God would not call upon you to submit, if he pur- 
E~ to crush you. He could do that without your yielding. He 
as no wish to drag you in chains at his chariot-wheels, like an 
angry captive, raging with impotent malice against him and his 
bonds. No; rather would he smite from your limbs the fetters of 
sin which so long have cramped and galled them. Let him free 
you from your bondage with his delivering sword. O God, strike 
ome! home to the hilt! 

5. The impenitent must again meet the sword of the Spirit in 
the day of doom. It will be the sword of justice at the judgment 
of the great day. ‘“ He that rejecteth me,” says Christ, “and re- 
ceiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him; the word that 
I have spoken shall judge him at the last day.” Then will its 
slighted warnings come up in remembrance against you. Its tes- 
timony will convict you of having despised its reproofs ; and your 
awful doom is already pronounced in its threatnings. Woe, woe, 
for the sinner lost in resisting the truth! He must meet it again 
in another encounter. Alas for him, when he shall confront his 
Judge, armed with this terrible weapon, to “ cut him asunder, and 
appoint him his portion with the hypocrites, where shall be weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth.” Ah! is there no shield? Yes, one; 
and only one. See it on the Saviour’s arm!> Let him hold it over 
thy head. Then the uplifted sword will lose its terrors. Thon 
mayest cry aloud with confidence: ‘ Behold, O God, our shield; 
and look upon the face of thine Anorntep !” 
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Fulton-Street Prayer-Meeting. tell what they have eeen. For in- 


Tagse daily gatherings for 
prayer are still main ained with 
unabated, though varying interest. 
Sometimes the rela ion of incidents 
are touching and thrilling so as to 
melt the assembly into teirs, The 
place is so famed over the land and 
world vhat strangers from d stant 
climes come in to see, and hear, and 


stance, one day last’ week the 
meeting was filled, and great grace 
came down on the assembly from 
the very beginning. We have rare- 
ly seen that meeting so moved as it 
was during the whole time. It 
was manifestly an influence from 
above. 


Among various requests for 
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prayer was one brought before the 
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was io peril, and he desired the 


meeting by Rev. Peter Stryker, in continued prayers of the mecting 
beha:f of a soldier in the Army of in his behalf. 


the P tomac. He stated that if 
hs could tell all the circumstances 
relating to this casé he felt sure it 
wou d awaken the de-pest interest. 
Other cases were presented, and 
then the wrole were remembered 
in fervent prayer. 

Then a war-worn, weather-beat- 
en sold er arose. He said he bad 
been gone two years, and he was 
g'ad to be in this precious place of 
prayer again. He spoke in very 


broken English : , 


“T was in this place before go- 
ing to the war, and asked you to 
pray for me. When I went, I 
wanted Jesus to go with me. I 
want to tell you he did go with me. 
Glory be to Jesus! I never felt 
that I was alone. I always had 
him near me. I tried to find out 
those who loved hm. I first found 


one little boy who loved Jesus. 
Toen we set up prayer-meetings, 
and from two they grew to twen- 


ty-seven. When I came away the 
twenty-seven wanted me to come 
here and ask you to pray for 
them. They belong to another 
regiment. 

“T cannot tell you how much I 
have enj »yed the presence of Jesus 
in the’ regiment. He was ever 
near, I have been in all the bat- 
tlee. Men have fallen deal on my 
right hand, and on my left hand. 
But I was never afraid. I was 
ready. Jesus might call me from 
the battle-field, and I was reaty. 
The ba tl--field would be the gate 
of heaven to me” 

No report can do any justice to 
the tender, touching words of the 
young German soldier. The meet- 
ing broke down in a flood of tears. 
He sad he should go ag:in, and 
stay as long as his adopted country 


A cergyman said be was in this 
meeting a few weeks ago, and ask- 
ed the me+ting to pray fr the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon 
his people. Very soon after his 
return home he began to see signs 
of the presence of that mysterious 
power that alarms and convinces 
rinners of their guilt and danger, 
and now about fifty have been 
horefully converted. 

Another individual said he bad 
asked for prayer for a pray+r-meet- 
ing established in a dark place—a 
mere missionary effurt—and God 
had poured down his Spirit, and 
filty to sixty had been converted, 
and a little church had been organ- 
ized, All had been in answer to 
prayer. 

Kev. Dr. Asa Smith, who guid- 
ed the meeting, said that in his 
church a revival bad prevailed 
since February, and about s‘xty 
or more, of all ages, had’ been con- 
vert-d! A little girl of twelve 
years came to be examined for ad- 
mission into the church. The case 
was very sati-factory, and the el- 
der said, “‘ Maggy, what does your 
mother think about your joining 
the church?” “ Moth-r thinks I 
am too young,” said the girl, 
“ Well, Maggy, what do you think 
about it yourself?” The little girl 
said, “I am not too yoang; Jesus 
wants the children.” 


For the Prayer-Meeting. 
Emblem of Salvation. 


Wuey mankind were wrecked on Eden’s 
shore, ° 

Loud was the tempest, loud the thunder’s 
roar, 

Earth, ° », and skies affrighted were, and 
tossed, 

Tumultuous all. Shall man be saved, or 
lost ? 
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In that wild ocean of despair and dread, 

The Rock of Ages lifts his lofty head ; 

The — sinking, stunned by Sinai’s 
ock, 


8 
By Sinai’s lightning, now beholds the 


Rock ; 
With glad surprise, more clear his moral 
tight, 
He sees besides, a cross of heavenly light ; 
The Rock he clambers, to the cross he 
clings, 
And saved from danger, of Salvation 
sings. 
A short time since, a vessel was 
sailing calmly and securely over 


storms of temptation; the drown- 
ing mariners denote the deplorable 
state of mankind since the fall, 
who are sinking amidst the waves 
of guilt and woe ; the tempest over- 
head denotes the storm that howls 
over the head of every sinner, in 
consequence of the violation of 
Jehovah’s law. Sinai thunders 
forth its curses, and flashes its 
lightnings around the sinner’s path, 
in order to show him his weakness, 
his guilt, and his danger. As the 


the soft blue wave. The voice of lightning points the drowning 


song arose, and mingled its melo- 
dies with the light air around.— 
Home sweet home, was the theme 
which gladdened every heart. But 
ah! thou treacherous sea! Thou 
deceitful wind! How changed the 
scene! The voice of song is de- 
parted, joy and gladness are no 
more. 
soft symphonies, are heard the 
clamors of despair, the thunder’s 
mighty roar—old ocean’s harsh 
sounds, snd the howling of the 
storm. The ship is driven fiercely 
before the gale, sails are rent, one 
of the masts is gone by the board, 
ruin steers the ill-fated ship; she 
strikes upon a reef, the billows roll 
over her, the crew are washed 
overboard. Night thickens around 
with his stormy horrors ; manfull 
the drowning wretches buffet the 
waves ; the lightning flings its lurid 
glare around, and shows them their 
awful condition; aga‘n it lightens, 
and they descry a rock, lifting its 
head above the billows, and prom- 
ising a place of safety. Hope re- 
vives—they swim for the rock, 
soon “ they make it.” See! they 
have got upon it. Now they,are 
safe! - 

The vessel, sailing joyfully and 
securely before the gale began, 
may represent the safe and happy 
condition of our first parents be- 
fore they were assailed by the 


sailor to the rock, so the law di- 
‘rects or opens the way to Christ, 
that the sinner might be justified 
by faith in the atonement. 

The rock, rising in the troubled 
ocean, affording a shelter from the 
shipwreck, represents Christ, the 
Rock of Ages, who has borne all 


nstead of the music of the fury of the storm for man, and 


who, by his cross, giveth life and 
light to a dying world. The peni- 
tent sinner, feeling himself sinking 
in the mighty waters, and tremb- 
lingly alive to the dangers of the 
tempest above, and to the more 
fearful dangers of the rolling waves 
beneath, escapes to the Rock, em- 
braces the cross, and is safe, 7. ¢., 
-he believes in the Lord . Jesus 
Christ, and is saved. 


Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to thy ess fly, 
While the nearer waters roll, 
While the tempest still is high. 
Hide me, O my Savior, hide, 
Till the storm of life is past, 
Safe into the haven guide, 
Oh! receive my soul at last. 


For the Prayer-Meeting. 
The Great Teacher. 


“‘Never man spake like this 
man.” And so you would have 
said if you had heard him preach. 
Never mortal had such doctrines 
to deliver, and never mortal taught 
in so solemn and impressive, yet 
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so tender and affectionate a man- 


ner. 
The philosophers of antiquity— 





Jesus was to pass that way; and 
he turned unto him and cried, 
* Zaccheus, make haste and come 


they only skimmed the surface of down; for to-day I must abide at 


things; they talked about the love- 
liness of virtue and the odiousness 
of vice; they speculated about the 
immortality of the soul and the life 
beyond the grave, and professed 
to look forward with mingled 
hope and fear to an hereafter, con- 
cerning which none could speak 
with satisfaction, or with certainty. 
And as for the Scribes and Phari- 
sees, who sat in Moses’ seat, they 
only sophisticated and polluted the 
purity of his morality by their add- 
ing to the cumbrous mass of rites 
and ceremonies, by which his dis- 
pensation was distinguished, innu- 
merable traditions and enactments 
of their ofn. But this man—he 
went at once to the spring of ac- 


tion in the human heart; he un-., 


folded the foundation of moral 
obligation in the bonds that bind 
the creature to the Creator. He 
taught the spirituality, and purity, 
and perfection of the law of God. 
He threw a strong and steady light 
upon the regions of futurity, and 
sutrounded his hearers with the 
dread transactions of the judgment 
day, and the enduring realities of 
the eternal world. 

“Never man spake like this 
man.” So Nicodemus thought, 
when, in reply to his complimenta- 
ry address, he laid down the fun- 
damental doctrine of his Gospel, 
and said, “ Verily, verily I say 


thy house.” So Peter thought 
when he would have reproved his 
Master; but the Lord turned, and 
looked upon Peter, and said, “ Get 
behind me, Satan; thou art an 
offense unto me; for thou savorest 
not of the things that be of God, 
but those that be of man.” So the 
Scribes and Pharisees thought 
when he took off the mask of hy- 
pocrisy, by which they sought to 
impose upon the people, and ex- 
hibited their character in all its 
true, odious, and disgusting colors, 
and thundered out the anathema, 
“ Woe unto you, Scribes and Phar- 
isees, hypocrites! how can ye 
escape the damnation of hell?” So 
Pilate thought when, in reply to 
his question—half, perhaps, in ven- 
eration, and half in scorn—‘Art 
thou a king ?” he answered, “ Thou 
sayest I am a king. Thou hast 
announced my true and proper 
dignity; I am a king; but my 
kingdom is not of this world. I 
lead no conquering armies to the 
battle; I press not for thrones and 
palaces through fields of carnage 
and seas of blood. To this end 
was I born; and for this cause 
came I into the world, that I 
should witness unto the truth.” 
No matter where—no matter 
when—no matter what he said— 
whether in the temple eurrounded 
by the doctors of the law, hearing 


unto you, except a man be born of and asking them questions, or 


water and of the Spirit he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.” 
So Nathaniel thought when, cast- 
ing at him his mild and piercing 
eye, he said, “‘ Before that Philip 
called thee, when thou wast under 
the fig-tree, I saw thee.” So Zac- 
cheus thought when he climbed up 
into the sycamore tree, because 


whether on the deck of the vessel, 
surrounded by the fishermen of 
Galilee ; or whether in the towns, 
and c'ties, and villages of Judea, 
healing the sick and raising the 
dead; or whether at the tribunal 
of Pilate, the object of contempt 
and scorn. 

“Never man spake like this 
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man.” There was a power, and 
an authority, and an influence in 
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the redeemed—but they offer, in 
exchange for the delights and the 


all he raid that none could g-insay pleasures of eternity, the meager 


or resist. Tre gabbling Scribes 
heard him and they were confound- 
ed. The haughty Pharisees heard 
him, and they were abasbed. The 
frant'c demoniac heard him, and 
he was sill. The diseased heard 


catalogue of the r own act ons here 
on earth. Is it strange thot their 
offer is not accepted? As for my- 
self, 1 know what I will do when 
God calls my soul to judgment. I 
know, when I shall look back upon 


him, and he felt the impules of my life, it will be folly to attempt 


health beat in sll his veiny. The 
dead heard him, and broke his 
silence and arose. 

“Never man spake like this 
man.” And yet tre power and 
authority with which he spoke was 
not that which thrones, end scep- 
ters, and diadems confer—it was 


to justify anything that I have ever 
done. I will turn to Chri-t and 
say, Thou hast promised to save 
me if I woud trust in thee; and 
I have trusted in thee, and now! 
claim the fulfillment of thy prom- 
ise, O Lord. Herelam, and m 

only hope is in thee. And then 


not the power and authority of Christ will throw sround about me 


racks, and gibbets, and dungeon:— 
it was not the power and authority 
of the princes and potentates of 
this world, who send their con- 
quering armies to enforce th-ir 
commands, and hurl the thunders 
of ther artillery against all who 
dare to resist their mandate. No; 
bat it was the power of light beam- 
ing upon tte understanding — it 
was the power of truth making its 
way to the conscience—it was the 
nag of God speaking to mortals 
y bis Son. 


** Ye will not come to Me.” 


THERE are some men who wish 
to go to heaven with the under- 
standing that they are en'itled to 
the favor, or el-e not at all. They 
do not feel wil ing to accept heaven 
asa boon granted by the infinite 
love of a mercifal God, but they 
desire to merit it through their 
own good works. They will not 
go up to heav-n’s gate and plead 
the atoning blooi of the birssed 
Lamb of God, as their passport in- 


the shield of his righteousness, and 
I shall enter heaven, not becanse I 
am not a sinner, but because I am 
a sinner loved and shielded of 
Christ. But you refuse to take 
this Christ at his word, you reject 
his proffered mercies, and therefore 
be will reject you.—Rev. H. W. 
Beecher. 


What Thou Doest, do Quickly. 


Quick, young man! life is short. 
A great work is before you 
and you bave no time to lose. 
If you would succedd in busi- 
ness, win your way to honor, 
and save your soul, you must work 
quickly. The sluggard dies. The 
wheels of time rull over him and 
crush ‘him while he sleeps. Aim 
high and work hard. Life is worth 
the living, death worth the dying, 
because worth the gaining. 

Quick, ye men of might in the 
road of life! Your life is more 
than half gone already. You are 
going down the hill, and the sha- 
dows begin to fall around you. If 


to the heavenly land—tue home of ye have aught to do before ye die, 
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do it quickly. The morning has 
fled, mid-day has passed, and the 
night cometh. 

Quick, ye aged man, quick! 
Onge you thought threescore year's 
and ten to be an endless time, and 
that they could never pass away. 
They ' ave come, they have gone, 
and what have they left? The 
days of pleasure are past, and the 
days of darkness are here. “Have 
you left any work undone? Have 
you come to infirmities and tremb- 
ling, with no preparation for death ? 
Ah! quick, ye aged fathers and 
grey-bearded sires, Already are 
the messengers of death beginning 
to tender their services, to bring 
you to the sepulchres of your 
fathers. With the feeble remnants 


of existence struggle for heaven. 
Work, pray, seek while life lingers, 
mercy waits, and God is gracious! 


I Ought to Pray More. 


For one, I am convinced that I 
do not pray enough. I feel this 
conviction daily. As a half-fed 
man is conscious that he needs 
more food, so my half famished 
soul tells me that I need more 
prayer. I need it to give me 
strength, to quicken my languish- 
ing graces, to enliven my affections, 
to vitalize my relations to the 
Church, and to spiritualize all my 
conversation. 

I must. pray more. I am in a 
world of sin; unboly influences are 
pressing me on-every side. The 
spirit of the world assails me at 
every step. In all the domestic, 
social and business relations of life, 
I meet i', and feel it, and without 
more prayer, I shall yield to it. 
Alas, I have yielded; I am still 
ielding, and there is no alternative 
ut more prayer! I must pray 
more or be swept down by the 
tide, Lord, save, or I perish! 
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Iwill pray more. A good reso- 
lution! May I bave grace to keep 
it! How many cok have been 
broken! L-t me, then, first of a'l, 
pray for grace to do what I see 
needs to be done. And It me re- 
member that it is prayer that I 
need, communion with God, inter- 
course with heaven, fellow-hip with 
the Holy Spirit. I need the peni- 
tence, humility, selfabasement and 
self- renunciation which prayer 
alone can secure. I nerd the faith, 
and hope, and love which prayer 
alone can awaken. 

I will pray more, then, because 
it is my du'y todo so. Iam mor- 
ally and spiritually unfit to engage 
in God’s service as I am. I have 
reason to fear that my offerings 
may be an abomination to the 
Lord. But my obligation toserve 
God remains. I ought to do 
Christian duty, and bring my gifts 
to the altar. And God is waiting 
to be gracious! willing to give his 
Spirit to those who ask him. 

Then I ovght, and most, and will 
pray more for others, for my fami- 
ly, friends’, the church, the world, 
and especially for my pastor / alas, 
how have I forgotten him of late. 


Lord, take not from me thine Holy 


Spirit! Restore unto me the joys 
of thy salvation, and uphold me by 
thy free Spirit. Then will I teach 
transgressors thy ways, and sinners 
shall be converted unto thee. Oh! 
teach me and help me to pray. 
My fainting and inconstant beart 
turns thee. Oh! strengthen me 
with strength in my soul. 


The Judge of All. 


THERE are five properties which 
constitute a perftct Judge. Some 
of those are found in some judges, 
bat all of them in no Judge but 
Jesus Christ, These properties 
are: 
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1. A full and sharp apprehension. 
An ignorant judge makes wretched 
the innocent. Ignorance in a pri- 
vate person is weakness, in a judge 
it is wickedness. No ignorance 
will be found in Jesus Christ as 
Judge, concerning any cause adju- 
dicated by him. “ His eyes are as 
a flame of fire!” Clear to pene- 
trate, and certain to find out all 
secrets. 

2. Boldness of mind, or undaunt- 
ed courage. A timorous judge 
generally loses the cause to him 
who ought to win it, or disgraces 
himself. The fable of the hart be- 
ing judge between the wolf and 
the lamb, and deciding for the 
wolf, shows out a man-fearing 
judge. No fear will be found in 
Christ as a Judge. Thekings and 
judges of the earth, the great men, 
the rich men, the chief captains, 
the mighty men, the bond and the 
free, must all stand before Him, and 
would fain hide themselves in holes, 
and rocks, and mountains to escape 


his judgment. 

8. Honesty of conscience. The 
judge who dares be corrupted will 
corrupt thetruth. Woe be to that 
judge, as one says, who has venalem 


animam, a saleable soul. Felix 
was such a judge, who “hoped 
money would have been given him 
by Paul.” He that sells jastice for 
money, shall himself lose both mer- 
cy and his soul. “They take a 
bribe and turn aside the poor in 
the gate from their right.” Money 
isakeytoopenall doors. In Italy, 
it opens the door of death. Do 
you hate aman? There you may 
have him pistoled or poisoned for 
money. In France, it opens the 
door of licentiousness. There 
money will buy every sensual grat- 
ification. In Spain, it opens the 
door of injustice. There the case 
is sure to go on the rich man’s 
side. In England, it opens the 
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door of power. There money 
makes the gentleman. In Rome, 
it opens the door of heaven—there 
it buys the keys of the kingdom, 
the al:ar, and Christ! But “the 
worthy Judge eternal” wi'l take 
no bribes, nor will he procrastinate 
or prevent any cause. 

4. Impartial justice. Tally gives 
us a proverb, exuit personam judi- 
cis, quisquis amici induit. He 
hath put off the person of a judge 
who puts on the person of a friend, 
Seneca says, he that justifies the 
guilty, transfers the guilt to him- 
self. The Lord Jesus will not 
thus act. “Shall not the Judge of 
all the earth do right ?” 

5. Equity of sentence. The 
sentence to be just must be found- 
ed on the guilt proved by compe- 
tent witness, and be according to 
law. This was Christ’s way with 
the woman. “ Where are those 
thine accusers?” John 8: 10. 
** Every one shall receive the things 
done in his body according to that 
he hath done, whether it be good 
or evil,” 2 Cor. 5: 10. Thus in 
Christ as Judge, we see perfect 
apprehension, perfect courage, per- 
fect honesty, perfect impartiality, 
and perfect equity of sentence ! 

Lastly, he is Judge of all! Be- 
fore him must appear angels and 
devils, believers and unbelievers, 
good and evil, and be “ judged out 
of the things written in the book.” 
What a glory to the triie Church 
to have such a King, Lawgiver and 
Judge as Jesus Christ is! How 
arrogant and vile must the preten- 
sions of the Pope be, to presume to 
judge men, and be free from judg- 
ment himself, for this he asserts. 
Truly he meaneth himself as God 
sitting in the temple of God. 
What glory it is to the true sain's 
to be freed from the Pope’s usar- 
pations, and have Christ himself to 
be their Governor and Judge. 





